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much. Colonel Dickson was a very cheery com-
panion, and delighted in giving banquets, at which
we ate Tigris turtle,, Euphrates salmon, and many
other local delicacies. Towards the end of August
he blossomed out as a full-blown Director, and
applied for me to be transferred from the Political
to become in name what I had for some time been
in fact, his deputy. I rather welcomed the transfer,
since with the growth of his department my position
as an attached Political Officer was becoming rather
delicate. Wilson had by that time come up from
Basrah, where he had been acting as Deputy for
Sir Percy Cox, and there were questions upon which
Colonel Dickson's ideas of the scope and activities
of his Department were liable to clash with those
held in the Chief Political Office. After a short
time spent in visits to the various advanced supply
depots on the Euphrates, Tigris, and Diala, in the
course of one of which I saw a German aeroplane
for the first time, at Samarra, my transfer was
authorised, and I went down to Basrah as Deputy
Director of Local Resources there.
My chief business at Basrah was to buy ten
thousand tons of dates, which were chiefly needed
for export to armies on other fronts. I found when
I got there that someone had rather unwisely
called for tenders for the whole ten thousand tons,
the result being that the four principal firms,
neither of which had as many as ten thousand tons
to sell, had joined forces and put in a combined
tender, at what I knew to be an impossibly high
rate. I asked the four representatives to come and
see me, and explained that I was new to commercial
dealings, though I had had a little experience of
buying grain on the Euphrates.
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